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With 2022 coming to an end, we also come to the end of the Czech Presidency of the
Council of the European Union. This second half of 2022 has brought us many challenges
and the Czech EU Presidency has been able to tackle the five main axes of its
presidency. 

Managing the refugee crisis and Ukraine’s recovery, energy security, strengthening
Europe’s defence capabilities and cyberspace security, the strategic resilience of the
European economy and the resilience of democratic institutions have been the five top
priorities of this presidency. In the face of the war we are experiencing on the continent
and the lack of energy in some countries, involving the whole population in the social
dialogue and knowing the needs of the citizens is key to being able to face the Europe of
the present and the future.  

Following the European Year of Youth 2022, the Czech Presidency focused on improving
dialogue with young people and promoting their participation in political processes.
Furthermore, the Czech Presidency also focused on respecting and strengthening
freedoms and European values both offline and online. Together with other democracies,
it worked to ensure that fundamental rights and freedoms are respected in the digital
environment, and it advocated for global standards to be based on a human-centred
approach.

In the health area, the Czech Presidency created events around Cancer, Rare Diseases,
Vaccination and Public Health.

Through our Czech Presidency Connector, we want to put the spotlight on the promising
work of our community with our Czech Ecosystem and members. 

We are proud to showcase our Ecosystem in Czech Republic: the Technical University of
Prague and our members like The Brain Diseases Analysis Laboratory (BDALab) and the
HealthCare Institute Czech Republic o.p.s..

Next up: the Swedish Presidency Connector in the first half of 2023!

INTRODUCTION
by ECHAlliance Chair
Brian O’ Connor
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The Commissioner for Health and Food Safety, the Director of the European Centre for
Disease Control, the Director of the European Medicines Agency and the WHO Regional
Director for Europe also joined the meeting. The agenda mainly focused on the key
priorities in the field of healthcare of the Czech Presidency: oncology and the
implementation of the European Cancer Plan, rare diseases, vaccination and the
Ukrainian crisis and its impact on public health in the EU. The meeting also addressed the
future of vaccine contracts with vaccine manufacturers

When the Czech Presidency began it had the priorities in Health around Cancer, Rare
Diseases, Vaccination and Public Health and dealing with the impact of the war in
Ukraine. These were outlined in an informal meeting of the Member States Health
Ministers that took place on 6-7 September. 

The very first event of the Czech EU Presidency was an expert conference in the field of
oncology in July 2022 about modern cancer control and how to save lives through smart
solutions. The aim of the expert conference was to provide Member States with a
platform to promote cooperation, strengthen synergies in the fight against cancer in the
EU and to open space for expert discussion on the subject. 

Two more topical conferences have been hosted as part of the programme of the Czech
EU Presidency: one on Rare Diseases in October 2022 and one on vaccination in
November 2022.
The conference on rare diseases focused on the next steps that the Czech EU
Presidency could take towards developing a coordinated strategy between Member
States for rare diseases to better respond to the real needs of patients, their families
and society as a whole at both national and international levels.

Rare Diseases

Cancer

SUMMARY OF THE
CZECH EU PRESIDENCY

4

https://czech-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/informal-meeting-of-the-ministers-of-health-of-the-eu-member-states-was-held-in-prague/
https://czech-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/informal-meeting-of-the-ministers-of-health-of-the-eu-member-states-was-held-in-prague/
https://czech-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/conference-in-the-field-of-oncology-is-underway-in-brno/
https://czech-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/conference-on-rare-diseases-is-to-be-held-in-prague-on-25-26-october-as-part-of-cz-pres/
https://czech-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/conference-on-rare-diseases-is-to-be-held-in-prague-on-25-26-october-as-part-of-cz-pres/
https://czech-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/conference-on-rare-diseases-is-to-be-held-in-prague-on-25-26-october-as-part-of-cz-pres/


A conference on vaccination discussed the challenge of people’s lack of trust in
vaccines and the threat it poses to public health.
Under the umbrella of the Czech EU Presidency, the Council approved one key law on
the emergency framework regarding medical countermeasures. EU ministers adopted a
new legislation which facilitates the timely purchase of and access to medicines,
vaccines and raw materials, activates emergency funding and enables the monitoring of
production facilities when another health crisis hits.
The Council has also adopted two regulations to improve the EU’s capacities to respond
to future pandemics and other cross-border health crises. On the one hand, new rules on
cross-border threats to health have been approved. The new cross-border threats to
health legislation provides for the establishment of an EU health crisis and pandemic plan
which will include provisions on exchange of information between EU and national level.
On the other hand, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) – the
EU agency tasked with supporting the EU in its efforts to fight infectious diseases – has
been strengthened in the areas of surveillance, early warning, preparedness and
response.

War in Ukraine

Finally, following Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine, the Czech Presidency has
supported the EU’s efforts to defend Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity by
using all instruments and programmes offered by the EU, including the strengthening of
sanctions. 
The war in Ukraine has caused the most massive refugee crisis since World War II. The
Czech EU Presidency has considered coordination in ensuring healthcare to Ukrainians
as an important priority. A great part of the discussions during the informal meeting of the
Member States Health Ministers that took place on 6-7 September focused on public
health in the context of the war in Ukraine. Ministers stressed the need for EU
cooperation and coordinated assistance for Ukrainian citizens remaining in Ukraine as
well as for war refugees in the EU. The emphasis of the discussions was put not only on
immediate coordinated assistance directed towards Ukraine, but also on the restoration
of a functioning Ukrainian health system in the future.

Vaccination and public health
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https://czech-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/conference-on-vaccination-is-to-be-held-in-prague-on-21-22-november-as-part-of-cz-pres/
https://czech-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/council-adopts-law-on-the-emergency-framework-regarding-medical-countermeasures/
https://czech-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/news/council-adds-new-building-blocks-to-european-health-union/


ECHAlliance is a not-for-profit organisation operating as both a Community
Interest Company (CIC) registered in the UK (Belfast, Ireland) and a
Company Limited by Guarantee in Dublin, Ireland.

Our global network of digital health alliances connects 78 countries and 8
billion people from Europe, the US, Canada, China, India, Africa, Asia, the
Caribbean, Latin America and the Pacific.

DISCOVER
ECHALLIANCE

ECHAlliance Group - The Global Connector for Digital Health
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ECHAlliance Mission

Provide Knowledge & Intelligence

Deliver news, reports, market surveys and
insights, as well as the latest technology
solution trends and business and research
opportunities.

Influence

Work closely with the European
Commission and national/regional
governments to influence digital health
policies and strategies.

https://echalliance.com/


Implement & Scale Up

Foster a large international digital health
ecosystem network that can help
identify the best solutions and highlight
companies able to commercialise and
scale solutions.

Communicate & Disseminate

Promote the deployment of digital health
solutions by showcasing on an
international scene via a proven set of
web-based communication tools and
platforms, including social networks,
targeted events and workshops and
other tactics.
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Globalise

Boost our connections on a wider level
to target 78 countries and 4.4 billion
people globally, from America, Canada,
China, Latin America to Europe, the
Commonwealth and Australia.

Connect & Network

Boast a large community of 20,000+
individuals and 900+ member
organisations, including patient/citizen
groups, government & policymakers,
health & social care providers,
companies, universities & research
centres, insurers and investors.

Innovate

Support our members throughout the
innovation process, finding unmet needs,
user specifications and investors to get
their product closer to market.



OUR ECOSYSTEM 
IN THE
CZECH REPUBLIC

One of the ambitions that came with the Presidency of the Czech Republic was
to reignite and re-engage with our Czech Community using a newly rebuilt
Ecosystem. 

For many years we at the ECHAlliance have worked closely with the Technical
University of Prague to build and deliver an ecosystem that could help match
need and solution within the Czech Republic and help then to start to tackle and
break down the silos within the healthcare sector; transform health and social
care and lastly create genuine economic opportunity. 

During the last 6 months we have welcomed new members from the Czech
Republic which will add to enrich the ecosystem and bring in new stakeholders
as well. With the break in pandemic restrictions an opportunity arose to meet
with the Ecosystem lead Lenka Lhotska in person in Prague to learn more about
what was needed to get the ecosystem set up and meeting again.

This led to the agreement to build the ecosystem initially virtually on a topic
basis - the first being on the topic of Diabetes. This will be hosted now in the
first quarter of 2023 and include key stakeholders from inside and outside of the
Czech Republic.

We agreed that this will be at first virtual and in Czech (with input from outside in
English) and include input from the following stakeholders

The registration details and invitations will be communicated when the
programme has been agreed and a save the date issued in the New Year.

1. Patient groups (adults or children)  
 and or carers
2. Healthcare professionals 
3. Policy needs
4. Research needs and best practice.

5. Best practice in Czech Republic 
6. Best practice internationally from the  
 ECHAlliance Community 
7. Input from Health Insurance Companies
8. Pitch sessions from students on diabetes

8



OUR MEMBERS
IN CZECH REPUBLIC
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The ECHAlliance community in the Czech Republic has started to grow during
the Presidency of the EU but has always had a strong level of academic focus
but this has also spread into other areas within Healthcare in the Czech
Republic. 

It is encouraging that alongside BDA Lab and their work on biomarkers we have
the Health Care Institute connecting with key players in health and hospital care
through a number of programmes. We also see members like JINAG who assist
public sector organisations modernise and digitise.



The Brain Diseases Analysis Laboratory (BDALab) is an
international multidisciplinary research group focusing on the
development of digital biomarkers and digital endpoints
applied in the field of medicine and psychology.
Using the state-of-the-art techniques of biomedical signal
processing, machine learning, wearable technologies and
statistical analysis we provide neuroscientists, psychologists
and other experts with tools facilitating diagnosis, assessment
and monitoring of a large spectrum of disorders such as
Parkinson’s disease, Alzheimer’s disease, Lewy body
dementia, neurodevelopmental dysgraphia, etc.

Pathological speech and voice analysis
Computerised assessment of graphomotor and handwriting difficulties
Remote analysis of sleep disorders
Modelling of medical data employing machine learning algorithms
Design and development of mHealth systems
Design and development of decision support systems
Analysis of data from wearables; generally time-series analysis
Design and development of digital biomarkers following the guidelines published by
the Digital Medicine Society or by the Clinical Trials Transformation Initiative

Our laboratory has experienced researchers, biomedical signal processing engineers
and data scientists offering expertise in the following fields:

Brain Diseases Analysis Laboratory
(BDALab)

Visit website
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What We Offer

https://echalliance.com/ecosystem/france-normandy-pole-tes-e-sante-ecosystem/
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Selected Research Topics

Our Achievements

Contact

Computerized multimodal diagnosis of Lewy body diseases in the prodromal stage
Assessment of voice and speech disorders in patients with Parkinson’s disease
Assessment of graphomotor and handwriting difficulties in patients with
neurodegenerative and neurodevelopmental disorders
Development of a treatment based on repetitive transcranial magnetic stimulation or
transcranial direct current stimulation
Individualisation of musicotherapy in pharmacoresistant epilepsy
Design and development of an mHealth system monitoring the symptoms of
Parkinson’s disease

Coordinated, or was a member, of 20+ international and national projects
Published 100+ papers indexed by the Web of Science
Published a large range of software, libraries and APIs (https://github.com/BDALab)

Since 2010, our laboratory:

We would be happy to offer our expertise, participate in a research project or just
provide consultations. 

Share your ideas with Jiri Mekyska (mekyska@vut.cz).
Let’s connect on LinkedIn and https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6195-193X.
Find out more on BDALab’s website.

https://github.com/BDALab
mailto:mekyska@vut.cz
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jirimekyska/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jirimekyska/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jirimekyska/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jirimekyska/
https://bdalab.utko.fekt.vut.cz/


HealthCare Institute o.p.s is a non-profit institution that
helps to gradually increase the safety, quality and
efficiency of the Czech healthcare system. They are trying
to discuss with top management and hospital founders
about the deployment of new management approaches,
common in the Western EU and the USA.

HealthCare Institute Czech Republic o.p.s

Visit website
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Projects HealthCare Institute o.p.s.

The Effective hospital – strategy for health insurance companies and hospitals

The best hospital – rankings of Czech hospitals

They organise the international professional conference „Effective Hospital“ in Prague, focusing
on the strategy of health insurance companies and hospitals, which is one of the largest health
events in the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic. It is attended annually by over 700
personalities from the ranks of founders and top management of hospitals, health insurance
companies, regions, interested companies and organizations, including experts in healthcare
management from the countries of the European Union.

A comprehensive evaluation project focused on the financial health, safety and satisfaction of
outpatients, hospitalized patients and employees of Czech hospitals. The structure of the
complex comparison is based on the methodology of the strategic tool for measuring the
performance of organizations – the Balanced Scorecard (authors: Prof. Norton and Prof. Kaplan –
Harvard University, USA).

https://echalliance.com/ecosystem/health-ecosystem-of-bretagne/
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The health insurance company of the year

Barometer of the Czech healthcare system – survey among hospital directors

Barometer among medics – survey among medical university students

Barometer among nurses – survey among medical school students

A comprehensive evaluation project aimed at improving the quality of services towards health
care providers and also towards the insured. Health insurance companies are evaluated year-
round from the point of view of financial condition, insured persons, hospital directors, outpatient
doctors and preventive programs.

A complex evaluation project focused on the evaluation of the current situation in the healthcare
sector, which is implemented between the directors of Czech and Slovak hospitals.

A comprehensive evaluation project focused on the analysis of the current needs of students in
the 4th, 5th and 6th years of medical faculties in the Czech and Slovak Republics and their vision
for the future.

A comprehensive evaluation project following a survey among students of medical faculties
focused on the analysis of the current needs of students of Czech schools, studying in medical
fields, which aims to monitor changes in the moods of future nurses in relation to the Czech
healthcare systém.



A special project focused on a survey among representatives of 150 patient organizations in the
Czech Republic, which monitors the level of health care provided in relation to patients with
specific needs and helps to spread awareness about the possibilities of patient organizations.

We will be happy to offer you the opportunity to cooperate and participate with us in individual
projects and thus develop mutual discussions leading to an increase in the safety, quality and
efficiency of healthcare. We look forward to your contact.

Daniel Vavrina, founder 
e-mail: d.vavrina@hc-institute.org   

Lenka Lunkmoss, executive director
e-mail: l.lunkmoss@hc-institute.org

Find out more on their website: http://www.hc-institute.org/en/
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Barometer of the Czech healthcare system – survey among the largest employers

Barometer of the Czech healthcare system – survey among patient organizations

Contact

A special project focused on a nationwide survey among the largest employers in the Czech
Republic, where the goal is to identify, in a balanced and objective manner, current problems
focused on the health of their employees, which employers have to deal with, as well as ideas for
possible solutions for health insurance companies.

mailto:d.vavrina@hc-institute.org
mailto:d.vavrina@hc-institute.org
mailto:l.lunkmoss@hc-institute.org
http://www.hc-institute.org/en/


JINAG, South Moravian Agency for Public
Innovation has as main objective to improve
the quality of public services in the South
Moravian Region through innovation by linking
the intention of local governments (regional
and municipal) in the area of Smart Region /
Smart City with initiatives of universities, as
well as businesses and the non-profit sector
(the concept of a smart region).

1. Environment and Energy 
2. Digitisation of social and health services 
3. Mobility 
4. Modernisation of public administration processes and services.

One of the areas we focus on is innovation and digitalization of social and health
services. This is why we have joined ECHAlliance’ network. We are looking for partners
and examples of good practice. Our work is based on participation, cooperation and
open communication.

The use of digital and modern technologies in social and health services will increase
the accessibility and efficiency of these services.

The subject of the activity is mainly thematically focused on the following four areas:

JINAG, South Moravian Agency for
Public Innovation

Visit website
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https://jinag.eu/
https://jinag.eu/


eHealth and Telemedicine
Active support for the development of eHealth in South Moravia - a platform for sharing
patient/client data between health and social services (long-term shared care). Support for the
development of telemedicine.

Assistive technologies 
We support the availability and development of the use of assistive technologies in the practice
of social and health services.

eSocial Work 
Social worker without borders. There is a lack of an information platform with clear information
with contacts and descriptions of available services (social, health, emergency, palliative).
Support for accessible counselling through digital technologies e.g. online social worker
(eSocialWork).

Key themes:

Eva Nečasová
eva.necasova@jinag.eu

Petra Balga
petra.balga@jinag.eu 

Contact
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http://jinag.eu/
http://jinag.eu/
http://jinag.eu/


Join Us in 
Transforming Digital Health!

We are a not-for-profit organisation, operating as a Community interest company (CIC) registered
in the UK in Belfast; and a company Limited by Guarantee in Dublin, Ireland. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjpt4yKssX3AhUrgs4BHXsMAqgQFnoECAoQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fechalliance&usg=AOvVaw15ZgCFKycMCAPIIX0MJWUO
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV0UHb7Vwn26p-mTqvFP2rw
https://twitter.com/ECHAlliance



